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Special 

points of  

interest 

in this  

edition: 

 

 SAVE THE DATES FOR 2025 EVENTS! 

 Martinez Historical Society Home Tour, 10/11 

 Bingo Event and Photos from 9/16 

 Toys for Tots—November 6th (flier on page 5) 

 New Alumni Members— membership at 377! 

 Photo links to 2025 events and the website 

 Alumni Scholarship Recipients 1993  -  2025 

 Humor Corner/Cartoons 

 Museum Annex  Update Photos 

 Food for Thought 

 Blast from the Past — Pipefitters Photo Christmas 

 Travel Partnership with Martinez Senior Center 

 Donate Used Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids 

 Birthdays, Obituaries, & Anniversaries - Benefit Info. 

 2025 Calendar of Events 

 Payment form for single/multiple Alumni events and 

renewal of dues 

 Alumni Membership Application 
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               SAVE THE DATES FOR 2025 EVENTS! 
October 11th, Saturday—The Museum and Museum Annex will be open from 

10:00 am—4:00 pm for the Martinez Historical Society Home Tour 

November 6th Annual Toys for Tots Luncheon 

 

Working on 2026’s Calendar of Events 

Bingo—September 16th, 2025 

This event honors our Veteran’s for their service. 

The Alumni Veteran’s that attended were honored with a free lunch and bingo.  We would 

also like to take this opportunity to thank all the members and MRC employees that are  
Veteran’s for their service, whether they attend or not.  Thanks to everyone that attended 
and supported the event;  Jon Marangoni for photos, Dina Cotten for supporting the event, 
and a special thanks to John & Tracy Wellner and Jeff Facer for the delicious chili and corn-
bread.  The Alumni would also like to thank those that pitched in to help with cleanup, it is 
greatly appreciated. 

The bingo event was lots of fun and everyone enjoyed the chili and cornbread.  If you 
missed this one, remember there is always next year.   Congratulations to the following  
bingo winners: Jeff Facer, Tracy Wellner, Don Lapacek, Marj Leeds, and Bill Rafus. 

 

Martinez Museum and Museum Annex—open on October 11th 

The Museum will be open as part of the Martinez Historical Society Home Tour.  For those 

that have never visited the Museum, this would be a great time to stop by and also get a pre-

view of the newer Annex portion that is being created.  Hope to see you there. 
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Annual Bingo Event—September 16th, 2025 
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Bill Rafus Rick Wider 

John Wellner Lynn Vawter 
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Linda Wallgren, Donna Abbott,  

and Debbie Burns. 

Anne Fincke and Evelyn. 

Lloyd Lawson Cristina Williams, Marj Leeds,  

and Don Lapacek. 

Mark Leeds, Donna Abbott, and Darrell Ray. 

Greg & Sharon Pyka and David Williams. 

Mark Leeds and Mike Fynan. 
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Date: November 6th, 2025 

 
Time: Doors open @ 10:30 - Lunch served at noon (catered event) 
 
Location: MRC Clubhouse 

 
Please RSVP by filling out the form below and mail or email the form back to the MRC Alumni, @ 
P.O. Box 1093, Martinez, CA. 94553 or mrcmtzalumni22i@gmail.com. Deadline to register for 
lunch is October 24th. For those still working at the site, flier and payment can be mailed via  
intercompany mail addressed to Linda Reed (Exec Adm) or dropped off at the Museum through 
the mail slot or in person. 

Admission cost will be $10.00 per person for lunch AND/OR/BOTH bring a new, upwrapped  
toy(s) for donation to Martinez Shelter, Inc. and La Casa Ujima in Martinez. NOTE: In an effort 
to increase donations to those less fortunate, we will accept new, unwrapped toys at the  
Museum on Tuesdays and Thursdays (9:00 am to noon) between now and November 6th.  For 
those that would like to participate, but will be unable to attend in person or unable to do 
the shopping we will also accept cash contributions and we’ll do the shopping for you 
(whether you are attending or not).  Please contact me if you would like to pay or contrib-
ute via Zelle or Venmo.  Thank you in advance for your participation in this worthy event. 
Checks should be made payable to “Alumni General Fund”.  We are also partnering with MRC 
personnel (Ann Notarangelo as the MRC focal point) in a joint toy drive effort to increase the 
toys collected for donation. Note: this toy drive replaces the previous Angel Program done in 
previous years for employees to donate toys. Please remember that MRC personnel are  
welcome to join the Alumni as a member or attend as a guest for this event if a toy is donated. 

 

Please advise if you will pay for lunch ____, bringing a new, unwrapped toy(s) ____, or both _____. 

I plan on attending the luncheon on November 6th. 

Alumni Member’s Name and phone number: _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

If bringing a guest, please provide their name. ____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________  

Admission cost for lunch is $10.00 per person AND/OR/BOTH bring a new, unwrapped toy(s).  

This form can be mailed to the Martinez Refining Company Alumni, P.O. Box 1093, Martinez, CA. 

94553 or emailed to mrcmtzalumni22@gmail.com. 

 

TOYS FOR TOTS 

LUNCHEON 
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1st Row (left to right) Alan Robbins, Betty Billingsley, Marc Nelson, John Zuniga, Bev Holden, Don Pallotta, 
Ann Johnson, Jim  Johnson, Brenda Hill, and Tony Cofield.  2nd Row (left to right) Jeff Facer, Furmin Suzara, 
Mildred Suzara, Bart Ochoa, Mike Hecker, Robert Scheive, Randy Fountain, Carl Weaver, and Michelle  
Ayala.  3rd Row (left to right) Darlene Fleming, Dan Glaze, Anne Randall, Russ Abbott, Phyllis D’Alo, Teresa 
Makarewicz, Ann Notarangelo, Shari LeBaron, Kathy Wheeler, Nicole Kilmurray, Joe Sinosky, Rich Morrison, 
and Mike Hall.  4th Row (left to right)  Janet Hecker, Greg Pyka, Don Diermier, Barbara Brady, Tammy Gard, 
Robert Decock, Bob Muller, Julie Bofinger, Jessica Scheiber, Dave Olund, Dennis Lines, Gordon Johnson, 
Brian Nippa, Igor Skaredoff, Charles Han, and Russ Graham.  5th Row (left to right)  Mike Armour, Mike 
Fynan, Mike Fleming, Dave Schofield, Alvin Lim, Carl Nielsen, Larry Sardenga, Mark Makarewicz, Kris Koller, 
Russ Hawkins, John Swearengin, and John Wellner.  Those attending but not shown in the photo are Jon 
Marangoni, Carlos Casares, Theresa Harris, Karen Huerta, Misha Karton, Sean Johnson, Gina Lopez,  
Felicitas Sinosky, Tony Wong, Mac McGoveran, Brandon Matson, Jack Vaeth, and Linda Reed. 

Last year’s toy drive and the attendance was 

amazing thanks to all of the Alumni’s support.  

Let’s see if we can top  

it this year. 
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ALUMNI MEMBERSHIP REACHES HIGH OF 377! 
FYI  WE NOW HAVE 87 MRC ACTIVE EMPLOYEES.  Thanks to all the folks joining the 

Alumni to support the group.  The membership form is found on the last page of this newsletter.  

Please pass on to those retirees/employees that have not joined us. Great work by current 

members reaching out to fellow coworkers and friends to join us.  

Robert Hillaker Don Bachand Jimmy K. Brown Natalie Braden 

Here are a few facts about our members: Members reside in the following countries and states:  Australia, 

Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, & 

Washington. 

Looking for current or previous Alumni newsletters or photos from  

recent or previous events, check out this link to the MRC Alumni web site for 

the items as they become available for viewing.   

 

PHOTO ARCHIVES OF EVENTS 
 

Crab Feed 2025 from February 13th.  Open this hyperlink to check out all 

the photos from the event. 

 

Annual Alumni Meeting on March 4th, 2025.  Open this hyperlink to check 

out all the photos from the event. 

 

Annual Alumni Reunion on April 10th, 2025, Open this hyperlink to check 

out all the photos from the event.   

 

Scholarship Awards from May 5th, to view the photos of the event just 

open this hyperlink.  This is the link to the video of the presentations. 

 

Annual Alumni Picnic on June 10th, 2025.   To view the photos of the event 

just open this hyperlink. 

 

Bocce Tournament on July 26th, 2025.  To view the photos of the event 

just open this hyperlink. 

 

Annual Bingo, September 16th, 2025—Honoring our Veterans.  Veteran’s 

enjoy free lunch and bingo play in recognition of their service.  Open this 

hyperlink to check out all the photos from the event.  

 

Annual Toys for Tots November 12th, 2025.  Open this hyperlink to check 

out all the photos from the event.  This was a great success thanks to all 

who contributed or attended! 

 

Alumni Breakfast (canned food drive) 2025 from January 21st.  Open this 

hyperlink to check out all the photos from the event. 

 

Open hyperlink this to view the Alumni scholarship photos from 1993 

to current.  This hyperlink opens the scholarship list of recipients. 

https://www.martinezshellalumnimuseum.com/
https://adobe.ly/41dNQt3
https://adobe.ly/43kWGXy
https://lightroom.adobe.com/shares/d7d4070b7ce8461694493f5da4881ebb
https://lightroom.adobe.com/shares/6fb8c059cffe4908a4f7d7250c77ca35
https://youtu.be/P64mrp2Mh84?si
https://lightroom.adobe.com/shares/25eaea7231054e3ea7b5231f2ecb81f1
https://lightroom.adobe.com/shares/05858c86b0714369a87dcebc7d319627
https://lightroom.adobe.com/shares/ee6b26241cbf4e1b91321f4b295b4683
https://lightroom.adobe.com/shares/cee5a2c8d2e94543966c9cd971ba980c
https://adobe.ly/42jSBm5
https://www.martinezshellalumnimuseum.com/_files/ugd/e811ca_59ef47d2b9d8452fa0c59a3daf84086e.pdf
https://www.martinezshellalumnimuseum.com/_files/ugd/e811ca_59ef47d2b9d8452fa0c59a3daf84086e.pdf
https://www.martinezshellalumnimuseum.com/_files/ugd/e811ca_4b63fd0060b74b859dc066db0b9e8c5f.pdf
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HUMOR CORNER 

 

 



 9 

One of the new display  

cases in the Annex that was 

created using various eras of 

badges at the site that were 

just stacked in the display cabi-

nets in the Museum.  Badges 

for John Rippee, R. F  

Andrews, Paul Gabbard, Joe 

Sinosky, Elvino Marangoni, E. 

Marangoni, Ed Calderon, R. L. 

Gotelli, George J. Facer, and 

G. W. Facer. 

The remaining Shell Chemical ,  

Martinez Plant, badges span years of 

issue dates.  Some of those are Ron 

Duhame issued on 5/10/68, :Louis R. 

Della Rosa (Dale’s dad) issued on 

5/1/1953, and Lloyd Lawson found his 

mother’s badge also in the case. 

This Clubhouse photo was created from a collage of all the 

photos of employees from the site over many years.  It is a 

true work of art.  Below is an enlarged portion of the photo 

shown how the pictures of employees made the larger view. 
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Blast from the past—Pipefitters Christmas Lunch 

A Very Special Bank Account 

Imagine you had a bank account that deposited $86,400 each morning. The account carries over 
no balance from day to day, allows you to keep no cash balance, and every evening cancels what-
ever part of the amount you had failed to use during the day. What would you do? Draw out every 
dollar each day! 

We all have such a bank. Its name is Time. Every morning, it credits you with 86,400 seconds. 
Every night it writes off, as lost, whatever time you have failed to use wisely. It carries over no bal-
ance from day to day. It allows no overdraft so you can’t borrow against yourself or use more time 
than you have. Each day, the account starts fresh. Each night, it destroys an unused time. If you 
fail to use the day’s deposits, it’s your loss and you can’t appeal to get it back. 

There is never any borrowing time. You can’t take a loan out on your time or against someone 
else’s. The time you have is the time you have and that is that. Time management is yours to de-
cide how you spend the time, just as with money you decide how you spend the money. It is never 
the case of us not having enough time to do things, but the case of whether we want to do them 
and where they fall in our priorities. 
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Travel/Event Partnership with Martinez Senior Center—Alumni are able to 

sign up after the Martinez Senior Center Members to fill open slots. 

 

ROME & THE COUNTRY ROADS OF TUSCANY (9 DAYS) OCTOBER 14, 2025 $4249PP DOUBLE  

OCCUPANCY.  This 9 day trip includes roundtrip airfare, transfers to/from the airport, accommodations, 10 meals, a 

tour director, and an itinerary with the following: Siena Walking Tour, San Gimignano visit,  

Florence City Tour, Statue of David, Leaning Tower of Pisa, St. Peter‘s Basilica, and a Tuscany Winery visit with tast-

ing and much more! Contact Premier World Discovery to register by calling 877-953- 8687 or visit 

res.premierworlddiscovery.com. Let them know you are booking with Martinez Seniors! Booking Code: 187271.  

 

 

 

DONATE USED EYEGLASSES and HEARING AIDS  

The Alumni will collect used eyeglasses and hearing aids for The Lions Club at events and at the 

Museum. The collection box is available on Tuesdays and Thursday mornings from 9:00 am to 

noon at the Museum. Through your kindness we can help to offer the gift of sight or sound to those 

in need.  Marj Leeds will pick up the donated items for The Lions Club. 
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SHELL—BENEFITS, MEDICAL, PENSION 

SHELL BENEFITS SERVICE CENTER  The old Shell 

Benefits number  has been disconnected.    The new 

phone referenced below is to a dedicated department who 

can further assist you on your Shell Benefits inquiry, you 

may directly contact them thru the following: 

800-307-4355 Also as a backup for assistance, try reach-

ing out to the Fidelity Patient Advocate  (Stephanie, 877-

208-0936 Ext. 23411). 

Attention Please:  Are YOU and YOUR SPOUSE 65 AND ELIGIBLE FOR 

MEDICARE?  All retirees must be enrolled in Medicare Part “B” to 

enroll in the Medicare Senior Advantage Plan with Kaiser or their 

HMO.                                                                                       

Persons not a member of Kaiser must contact their HMO for applica-

tion and approval.  Please follow these steps concerning Medical  

Coverage with your HMO or Kaiser. 

1. You need to contact your HMO or Kaiser for an application 90 days 

prior to your 65th birthday. Call Kaiser for an application at 1-800-

747-2189.  

2. Complete and return the application to your HMO or Kaiser for  

approval. 

3. Your HMO or Kaiser should notify you of the date of approval of 

your application.  

Daniel Riccabona, October 4th 

Tom Rizzo, October 4th 

Steve Papenfus, October 5th 

Sue Clark, October 6th 

Emily White, October 6th 

Mildred Suzara, October 10th 

Dan Glaze, October 11th 

Gerry Tandberg, October 12th 

Desiree Morales, October 14th 

Janet Hecker, October 20th 

Terry Horton, October 20th 

Carl Langhorst, October 22nd 

Murray Shelton, October 23rd 

Darrel Robinson, October 23rd 

Erick Spangler, October 23rd 

Maggie Barnum, October 25th 

Malcolm Synigal, October 26th 

Jerry Schubert, October 28th 

Don Chamblee, October 30th 

Don and Mary Diermier, October 1st  40s 

Erick and Donna Spangler, October 1st  30s 

Rick and Karen Airoldi, October 3rd  10s 

Glenda Robertson and Janet Hantke, October 3rd  10s 

Travis and Tiffany Vandevoir, October 4th  20s 

Carl and Kathy Nielsen, October 8th  50s 

Robert and Irene Scheive, October 8th  10s 

Brian and Karen Gaetano, October 11th 

Tony and Linda English, October 12th 

Terry and Diana Seelye, October 12th  50s 

Harry and Linki Dhillion, October 14th 

Neriah and Vivian Treff, October 15th  9 yrs 

Jessica and Andrew Scheiber, October 17th  10s 

Jon and Kimberly Marangoni, October 19th  20s 

Scott Slagle and Alice Miller, October 21st   4 yrs 

Felicitas and Ski Sinosky, October 23rd  40s 

Current Board Members and Officers 
Museum Phone number (925) 293-4162 

Chairman—Brenda Hill  

Vice Chairman—Rodger Engebrethson 

Treasurer—Jeff Facer 

Secretary—Dina Cotten 

Board Member—Allan Robbins 

Board Member—Jon Marangoni 

Board Member- John Wellner 

Board Member—Anne Fincke 

Obituaries 
Please email us if you know of other Alumni that have passed. 

Pete Van Pelt—July 2nd, 2025 

“If you don’t like the 
road you’re walking, 
start paving another 
one.” Dolly Parton 
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MARTINEZ REFINING COMPANY ALUMNI 2025 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

P.O. Box 1093      Martinez, CA  94553 

MRCMTZALUMNI22@GMAIL.COM  (925) 293-4162  

Proposed event schedule of activities for 2025 (cost and dates subject to change). 

Please note that event pricing is for members in good standing (current on dues).  Alumni that are non-

members (dues not paid) MRC retirees or active employees may attend the events or any scheduled trips, 

however the pricing for non-members may be higher.  Tickets will be available on a first-come first-served  

basis, members in good standing getting priority for events if there is limited availability of seating or tickets.   

DATE DESCRIPTION MEMBER COST/PERSON COMMENTS 
January 6

th
, 2025 

(Monday) 

Volunteers to assist with removing 

Christmas decorations at Club-

house (lunch provided) 

    

Jan. 21
th
, 2025 

Tuesday 

January 20
th
 from 

2 – 6 pm set-up 

MRC Annual Alumni Breakfast and 

Canned Food Drive @ Clubhouse 

(Doors open @ 9:30 am and 

breakfast served at 10:30 am) 

Breakfast $10.00 and/or a dona-

tion of non-perishable food/

canned goods – non breakable 

containers only. 

RSVP requested by 

1/14/2025 – payment by 

1/21/2025 

Feb. 13th, 2025 

Thursday 

Crab Feed @ Noon Clubhouse 

Doors open @ 10:30 and lunch is 

served at Noon 

Ticket cost $50 per member 

limited ticket sales – 2 tickets 

per member 

RSVP requested by 

2/1/2025 – payment by 

2/13/2025 
Mar 4th, 2025 

Thursday 

Membership Meeting- open 10:45 

am, meeting @ 11:00 am, lunch 

served @ 11:45 am 

Free 

(Members and their guest Only) 

RSVP requested by 

3/1/2025 

April 1st, 2025 Scholarship applications are due 

to the Scholarship Committee 

P.O. Box 1093, Martinez, CA  

April 10
th
, 2025 

Thursday 

Retiree Reunion/Open House – 

Mexican Buffett served with wine 

and beer 

$10 at the door per member RSVP requested by 

4/1/2025 – payment by 

4/10/2025 

May 5
th
, 2025 

Monday 

Scholarship Lunch @ Zio Fraedo’s 

 

$10/person RSVP requested by 

4/26/2025 – payment by 

5/5/2025 

June 10
th
, 2025  

Tuesday 

MRC Annual Picnic @ Clubhouse 

– The event will be held indoors 

again this year. 

Alumni member and a guest 

$10.00/person (Children, grand-

children and great grandchildren 

under 14 are $5.00 each over 

the age of 5.  Under age 5 free.) 

RSVP requested by 

6/2/2025 – payment by 

6/10/2025 

July 26th, 2025 
Saturday  

Bocce Tournament  

Registration @ 8:30 am and Start-

ing @ 9:00 am 

Lunch and t-shirts provided 

Alumni members and their 

guest/and or family members 

$10.00/person (children over 10 

- free) 

RSVP requested by 

7/1/2025 – payment by 

7/19/2025 

Sept 16
th
, 2025 

Tuesday  

Chili  Bingo – Honoring our Veter-

ans 

Alumni member & a guest 

$10.00 per person 

RSVP requested by 

9/1/2025 – payment by 

9/9/2025 

October 11th, 2025 Museum Open as part of the Mar-

tinez Historical Tour 

10:00 to 4:00 pm Drop in and check out the 

Museum 

Nov. 6
th
, 2025 

Thursday 

Luncheon & Toys for Tots Drive Alumni member & a guest 

$10.00 per person and/or a new 

toy(s) per person 

RSVP requested by 

10/30/2025 – payment 

by 11/6/2025 
December 2025 

TBD 

Volunteers to decorate Clubhouse     

mailto:MRCMTZALUMNI22@GMAIL.COM
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Single or Multiple Payment(s) 

Please make check payable to “Alumni General Fund” and mail to  

Martinez Refining Company Alumni at P. O. Box 1093   Martinez, CA  94553 

This payment sheet is being provided for your convenience to eliminate multiple payments/mailings for annual dues 
renewal and/or events you plan on attending in the future.   Complete the appropriate portion of this form, print the 

form and mail with the appropriate payment.  Note the event fliers are not required if you use this payment form. 
Additional details and reminders for events will be forthcoming as the dates get closer.    

Please provide your name and cell/email for contact information: Name:  ________________________________ 

_____________________Cell or email info._________________________________________________________. 

========================================================================================= 

Annual Dues Renewal – Please indicate the year(s) below that you are paying dues for or just provide the amount 

of dues paid and it will be recorded as necessary.  Please complete the membership form and include in the mail-

ing if your information has changed or you are a new member.  Dues are $5.00 per year. 

 Indicate the amount for dues:  $__________    2025   2026   2027   2028    2029 
========================================================================================  

Honoring Our Veterans, Sept. 16th – The Alumni will sponsor this chili lunch to honor our Veterans with a free lunch 

and bingo. The cost for lunch & bingo to non-veterans and their guest is $10 per person.    

Check this box if you are a Veteran and will attend. 

Member’s Name:  ______________________________  Guest’s Name(s):_________________________________  
 

RSVP response due August 30th, 2025.                       Amount Paid $ ___________________________________ 

=========================================================================================  

Toys for Tots, Nov. 6th  – Meal cost will be to donate a tory or $10.00 per person  for lunch OR BOTH. 

Member’s Name:___________________________________________ Toy Donation  $10  or BOTH     

Guest’s Name:_____________________________________________ Toy Donation  $10  or BOTH     

 

RSVP BY 10/30 AND PAYMENT PRIOR TO Nov 6th  Amount Paid  or Toy Donation____________________ 

=========================================================================================  

The Alumni has appreciated your support throughout 
the year to make our events a huge success.  Hoping 
to attract more members to continue our contact with 
old friends and coworkers and hopefully make some 
new friends along the way. 

P.S. if you know a retiree that has not joined us, spread 
the newsletter to invite them to join us. 
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MRC (Martinez Refining Company) Alumni Membership Form & Dues  
 

This information requested below is to allow the Alumni Newsletter to congratulate and  

celebrate folks on birthdays and milestone anniversaries.  Please forward this form to other 

Martinez Refining Company retirees and active employees that would be interested in  

joining. 

NAME: __________________________________________Date Submitted:_____________ 

Email Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number(s): Cell _______________________ Home________________________ 

Street Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State:___________ Zip: _______________ 

Birthdate:___________________________________________________________________ 

Wedding Anniversary Date:_____________________________________________________ 

Spouse or Significant Other’s Name:______________________________________________ 

Date of Retirement: Month: _________________ Date: _______________ Year: __________ 

Please indicate the amount paid ($5.00 per year), payment method, and indicate the year(s) 

for which dues are being paid.  
 

Amount: $________________ Check (Payable to Alumni General Fund)   Cash  

Dues for  2025   2026   2027   2028    2029   2030 

Mail your money and this form to the Martinez Refining Company Alumni, P.O. Box 1093, 

Martinez, CA. 94553. 

 

Disclaimer:  Regarding all events photos/videos Alumni Reunion Photos/Video:  

Please note that the Martinez Refining Company (MRC) Alumni owns/uses photographs and/or video taken of Alumni 

members and/or group shots taken at events. Those photos are shared in the Alumni and the MRC Martinez Minute 

newsletters and to be posted on Alumni web pages, in publications, news releases, online, and in other communications 

related to the mission of the MRC Alumni, Martinez Refining Company and PBF Energy.  By joining the Alumni and  

attending the events you approve of these photos and the use thereof. 

Revised February 2025 

 


